
The National Use-of-
Force Framework for 
Police Officers in Canada

What follows is an abbreviated de-
scription of the key components of the
national use-of-force framework. The
framework includes a graphical repre-
sentation of the various elements in-
volved in the process by which a po-
lice officer assesses a situation and
acts in a reasonable manner to ensure
officer and public safety. The frame-
work helps officers and the public un-
derstand how and why an officer may
respond with force.

As an aid to training, the frame-
work promotes continuous critical 
assessment and evaluation of each 
situation and helps officers under-
stand and make use of a variety of
force options to respond to potentially
violent situations. The National 

Grievous Bodily Harm
       or Death

Assaultive

Active 
Resistant

Passive 
Resistant

Cooperative

As
se

ss

Plan

Act

SITUATION

       Perception

       Officer Presence

    
   L

eth
al Fo

rce

Communication

Physical Control

So
ft

Hard

Tactical Considerations

Interm
ediate W

eapons

Circle no. 63 on Reader Response Card Circle no. 109 on Reader Response Card

132 THE POLICE CHIEF/OCTOBER 2004

Fig. 3. The English Version
of the Use-of-Force
Framework
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